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August 27, 2008

On August 21, 2008, Agricultural Commissioner’s Office inspector Josh Jenik found a live Glassy-winged Sharpshooter egg mass on one of 29 red trumpet vines that originated at a large wholesale nursery in Riverside County, California.  The vines were part of a shipment of landscape plants intended for planting at a large construction and landscaping project on McKinstry Street in Napa.   

The egg mass find resulted in the rejection of the vines and their immediate return to the broker in Stockton.   

In investigating the shipment, it was determined that the plants had been treated at origin in accordance with the Approved Treatment Protocol (ATP) prior to shipment to Sacramento County and then trans-shipped to a nursery stock broker in San Joaquin County.  Under the ATP protocol – implemented in 2008 – nursery stock (that complies with the provisions of the ATP) need not be thoroughly inspected at origin. This means that shipments may include some egg masses, though those egg masses will not be viable due to the treatment the plants received. ATP tests have shown that mortality occurs when the nymphs attempt to exit the egg case, and therefore these treated egg masses are not “viable”.  

This particular egg mass was detected only because Napa County continues to inspect all out of county origin shipments, not just those coming directly from counties known to be infested with GWSS.   Napa County’s 100% inspection of all plant shipments continues to prevent Glassy-winged Sharpshooter life stages found on plant material from entering the county.  
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