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NAPA COUNTY AG OFFICE USES HUMOR 
TO CONVEY SERIOUS MESSAGE
Glassy-winged Sharpshooter Runs Faux Political Campaign

NAPA, Calif. — Running a faux political “campaign for negative change,” the Glassy-winged Sharpshooter will play the starring role in a series of advertisements produced by the Napa County Agricultural Commissioner’s Office to raise awareness about the real dangers of the insect and the potentially devastating impact it could have on the region’s beauty and economy. The humor-driven ads will run throughout the month of May in a variety of local publications, on the radio, and on billboards around the county.

“May is the beginning of Glassy-winged Sharpshooter high season. This is the time of year when we look for creative new ways to raise awareness about the insect, and educate Napa County citizens about how they can do their part to keep it out of the county by purchasing plants locally,” said Dave Whitmer, Napa County Agricultural Commissioner. “As this is an election year, using political humor seemed like a clever way to capture attention.”
The ads, which claim to be paid for by the “Committee to Ruin Napa,” state the Sharpshooter’s campaign goals, which include ending discrimination against the insect by Napa County citizens and allowing it “total access to the rich resources of Napa Valley in 2008.”  
While the ads have a distinctly humorous tone, Whitmer warns the issue of the Glassy-winged Sharpshooter is still very serious. “Last year, an adult Glassy-winged Sharpshooter was intercepted in a shipment destined for retail sale. The insect was captured and the shipment was rejected,” said Whitmer. “We still remain very concerned about the threat this insect poses to Napa County, and must always keep in mind that an infestation could result in the loss of thousands of acres of vineyards and other plants.” 

To protect Napa County against the Glassy-winged Sharpshooter, Whitmer strongly encourages Napa County citizens to buy all their plants locally from certified retailers in compliance with the Agricultural Commissioner’s Office strict inspection program. “This insures the plants you buy have been thoroughly inspected by our team of ‘Sharpshooter Spotters.’”

For more information about the Glassy-winged Sharpshooter, call 866-BUG-SPOT or log on to www.bugspot.org.
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