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February 26, 2009

Last Thursday afternoon, Don Jamison, an Agricultural Commissioner’s Office Glassy-winged Sharpshooter inspector, found a Glassy-winged Sharpshooter (GWSS) egg mass on the underside 
of a leaf of a 5-gallon Camellia japonica shipped from a Los Angeles County wholesale nursery 
to a landscape contractor working on a project on Partrick Road west of Napa.  The wholesaler 
had three drops in Napa County and no GWSS life stages were found on the plants delivered to the 
other two locations. 

Documentation for the shipment showed that the plants were recently treated at the origin nursery with the insecticide Tame®.  Napa’s restrictions on host plants (which includes Camellias) entering the County require an application of either Tame™ (fenpropathrin) or carbaryl.  The shipment would have been accepted had the origin nursery been under the recently implemented “approved treatment protocol” or ATP.  Under the ATP, the Tame® treatment would have been supervised by an inspector from the origin county, and the nursery would have been trapped by county inspectors to assure GWSS presence did not exceed safe levels.  Trials in which Tame® or Sevin® was applied to plants being shipped with GWSS egg masses have shown that the insect does not survive.  

Since the origin nursery was not approved as an ATP shipper, the Napa County Agricultural Commissioner rejected the entire shipment based on the determination that the egg mass was healthy and viable.  The origin nursery owner was contacted and notified of the rejection.  The owner arranged for the Camellias at all three locations to be picked up and taken back to Los Angeles County Friday, February 20th.  

The egg mass was taken to CDFA in Sacramento early in the morning on February 23rd for an official determination of species and viability.  The official determination that the egg mass was Glassy-winged Sharpshooter and the eggs appeared fresh confirmed that rejection was the correct action.  
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